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Rick Blake

Dear Members                                                       
I really love the abundance of home-grown fruit and vegetables at this time 
of the year. Ron has his best ever crop of tomatoes propagated from fruit we 
bought from Aldi last Summer.  I’m sure many of you are enjoying the same.
After the late cancellation of our ‘Picnic in the Park’ we were a tad anxious as 
to whether our Christmas Lunch would proceed. Fortunately, we were able 
to hold it and it was a great success. My thanks to all who helped make it 
such. Particularly, Rudi, Ian, committee and the members (and partners) who 
stayed back to help clear up. 

It was with profound sadness that we heard of Rickard Blakes passing on 
22nd December. A club stalwart for over 14 years. Rick will be sorely missed, 
as will his expertise on so many topics. I was privileged to be asked to write a 
few words for his funeral service.  (See Page 2)

Our first Club meeting will be next Wednesday 20th January at 7.30pm. 
Because of continuing COVID restrictions you must pre-register online to 
attend. Numbers are strictly limited to 51. You will get a confirmation email 
when you do register. Members only allowed, no guests. Remember to BYO 
glass.  Please do not just turn up without registering as our Club could be 
fined $5000 for breaching restrictions. So, unfortunately you will not be 
admitted.        
It is frustrating that we have these limitations. However, our members, 
wellbeing is our first priority. I thank you for your patience and 
understanding. 

Plans are underway for a full social program this year. Our first one will be 
a ‘Picnic in the Park’. Hopefully, third time lucky! Date not finalized yet but 
March is looking good. If you have any suggestions for social events see any 
committee member.

Please support our Club by buying wine.  Sales are down on 2019. Also, we 
used less due to our meetings being suspended. This is our only fundraiser. 
Tastings will be available at our January meeting. 

Take care. Be kind. Be grateful.
Ann-Marie Franklin
President

Welcome to 2021


