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President’s Report

May 2025

With winter approaching, our Club and its members has been very active and
involved, Club meetings have continued to have a good number of attendees
and the quality of the speakers has been excellent. Our competitions have been
very well supported and the judges have spoken highly of the quality and depth
of the entries.

Our Social Programme has been finalised and please check the Newsletter for
the details and booking arrangements. | strongly suggest that members book
early as numbers may be limited for some events We begin with the Red Wine
launch/bbg Saturday July 5 where members and friends will be able to taste the
different varieties of red wine that the Committee has selected. | must thank
and congratulate the Committee and especially Bill Neubauer for arranging for
such a range of quality wines to choose from. Again, members can use their
membership fee to reduce the price of the first dozen by $50. With sales of our
wines underpinning our Club, our running costs and subsidising of functions,
may | encourage you to ask friends, family and neighbours to taste the wines
and purchase.

The second event is the luncheon/Wine tasting at the Memorial Hall August 17-
a 3-course meal with wines from Silent Noise Winery, McLaren Vale being tasted.
This is the third wine tasting that we have held and | know that members and
friends will thoroughly enjoy the afternoon and will taste over a dozen different
“emerging or alternate” wines.

The annual Picnic Bonfire at Carol and Bill Neubauer’s home will be held Sunday
October 5 and it is always a very relaxed and enjoyable afternoon.

November will see the annual Bus trip, this time to McLaren Vale, visiting

two wineries, a brewery and a gin distillery before lunch in a Mclaren Vale
restaurant. With the Club subsidy it promises to be again another very popular
and successful day so | encourage members to book early. See the Newsletter for
all the details.

The year concludes with the Christmas Luncheon Sunday December 14. Details
for this function and all social events are in the Newsletter with the online
booking arrangements

Looking forward to seeing you at the May meeting.

Brian Ferris
President
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Our Guest Speaker Secretary’s Report

John Lysikatos AR b BRI
Our guest speaker for May is the author of 10 books- a President Brian did a fantastic job planning and
passionate sport historian who enjoys writing about conducting a beer taste testing “competition” for
football and cricket players. Before a life time of public members as our guest speaker was not able to attend at

the last minute. However, | did think that including VB in
the testing lowered the standards. It was also surprising
that many of our beer “experts” did not pick it! Our Club
is blessed to have a Life Member as President, as well as
other Life Members and a Past President working on our
committee. The success of our Club is a tribute to them.

education, John claims to have played the two sports
on every corner of Adelaide and wanted to captain the
Australian cricket team emulating boyhood hero lan
Chappell.

There were 39 members, 3 partners, and 3 guests
present, as well as our wine judge, Dan Traucki.
Apologies were received from 13 members. The two
door prizes were awarded to Graham Ellender and Luke
von Trigt {again}.

Regards
Bernie Morgan
Secretary

BWBC Club Wines

Classic Rutherglen Muscat NV

One of the most popular and highly awarded wines with

Membership Report a complex palate of cocoa, rich raisin fruit, rose petal and

dried fig. Stanton and Killeen Classic Muscat is a blend of
Total membership for our Club is 67 which includes 8 & !

fresh and older Muscat parcels, this wine offers the best
Life Members. There are still 15 who have not renewed P

. i . of both worlds. It showcases vibrant, fresh fruit flavours
their 2025 membership. We understand circumstances . . . .
. . alongside the deeper, richer complexity that comes with
change. However, we would ask that if not renewing

. . . extended time in oak. .
please advise us. This allows the opportunity for others Price: $25.00 per 500ml bottle

interested to join. You can pay by card at the May meet-
ing or an online EFT payment.

A link to the wine order form is sent out with the
newsletter email.
Please contact Bill Neubauer 0412 525 343

Thanks . ' to arrange pickup.
Ann-Marie Franklin
Membership Officer Dan Traucki comments on the Club Muscat

0406 338 166

.......... | know a little bit about musket, | worked with David and
Mick Morris for 25 years and | should have tasted probably some
of the best muscats in the world. And that one there is not in that
New Mem be r league, but if that was in a bottle from Stanton, Colleen, Morris or
any of the others there, it would be between S30 and $40 a bottle,
probably closer to 540 a bottle.

It's what | would call a good middle order batsman. That is a very
good muscat for its age, its real quality. You can open that in 10
years time and go, | remember when! It is really top stuff.

2025 BWBC Red Selection

The committee held a tasting for the next red wine pro-
motion and have selected 5 very diverse wines. The next

Welcome to the step is to organise the launch, hopefully the 5th of July.
Blackwood Winemakers and Brewers Club More details to come.
e —
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Brian’s last minute beer tasting
competition
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Brian Ferris at the last moment planned, purchased the
beer and conducted a taste testing “competition” for
members as our guest speaker was not able to attend at
the last minute.

The beers he selected were (they might not have been
presented in this order)

1 Budweiser Budvar Original

The original “budweiser”, this is a Czech Lager with
historical pedigree. Golden colour, thick white head, a
distinct pure malt aroma with a rich hop accent, unique
and very mild bitterness of medium intensity to create a
medium to full flavour.

The Ceské Budéjovice beer brewing history began in
1265, when Ceské Budéjovice was founded by the Czech
King Pfemysl Otakar Il, who handed significant privileges
to the city, these privileges included the brewing right.

2 Victorian Bitter

Victoria Bitter was first brewed by Thomas Aitken in 1854
as a full flavoured, full strength and thirst quenching beer
for the harsh Australian climate.

The beer began to gain wide popularity in the mid 1960s
with an innovative television advertising campaign
featuring a very similar recording to the theme from the
film The Magnificent Seven, images of working-class
Australians at work and play, and a voice-over by notable
Australian actor John Meillon used the slogan; “For A
Hard Earned Thirst.” In 2004, VB commanded more than
a 25 per cent market share, meaning that one in four
beers sold in Australia was a VB.
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3 Weihenstephaner Hefeweissbier Dunkel

The German-style dunkel is a bottom-fermented lager
style beer. The word “dunkel” is German for “dark,” and
this dark beer style offers beer lovers balanced flavors of
chocolate, bread crust and caramel.

Since 1040 beer has been brewed on the Weihenstephan
Hill in Freising. Making it fact the world’s oldest brewery.

4 Belhaven Black Scottish Stout

Established in 1719, Belhaven Brewery is the oldest
working brewery in Scotland. Situated in Dunbar, the
brewery nestles amongst the rolling barley fields of East
Lothian, just 20 miles from Edinburgh.

Belhaven Black is a rich and welcoming 4.2% abv stout,
brewed from blend of roast barley, roasted black malt
and a light roasted chocolate malt.

5 Phoenix Premium Lager

The official beer of Mauritius, this polished, golden
yellow beer is made with 5% alcohol. Phoenix beer
is pasteurised after bottling, according to natural
conservation methods.

Launched in 1963, the first beer to be produced and to
originate from Mauritius, Phoenix Beer has always had a
special place in the hearts of Mauritians.

Previously known as Isle de France, Mauritius was once
Dutch, French and British before it became independent.
It was the home of the Dodo bird and is now inhabited
by a diverse population of various flavours and rhythms
that speak mainly Creole, French, and English.

6 Bridge Road Brewers

Bridge Road used their brewing know-how to craft this
Hazy beer with everything including the flavour; except
the alcohol!

Ben and Maria Kraus were just 25 years old when they
opened the first iteration of the brewery in Ben’s dad’s
shed on Bridge Road, Beechworth in 2005. It was a
microbrewery in every sense with a 10HL brewery, bar,
tasting room, and a bottling line all crammed into the
tiny space.

In 2024, Bridge Road’s Beechworth HQ features a 340
seat taproom, pizzeria, and a 25HL brewhouse. Late last
year they opened their first outpost beyond Beechworth,
a 300+ seat brewery and dining hall in East Brunswick, in
Melbourne’s inner-North.

From the oldest brewery to one of the youngest Brian
presented a great variety of beer styles.

The lucky winner of the beer testing with the most points
was Paul Bohlmann

Page 3


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Magnificent_Seven
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Meillon

Upcoming Social Events

BWBC Lunch and wine tasting
Sunday 17th August 12 noon

Following the success of the wine tasting and presentation by Basshams wines the
committee has arranged for a catered sit down lunch and wine presentation.

Venue - The Memorial Hall Blackwood -next to our meeting room.

Catered Lunch
Wine tasting - Silent Noise Wine Cellar Door

: _ at Kangarilla Road Vineyard & Winery
ilent Noise $50 per head

See BWBC newsletter email for booking form link
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Bon Fire / BBQ

Bill and Carol Neubauer’s home
5 Hillside Road Blackwood
Sunday October 5th or 12th 11am
(subject to weather conditions)
$15 per head includes BBQ lunch and club wine or BYO
Link to bookings form included with newsletter email
More details and map will be in the September newsletter
See BWBC newsletter email for booking form link

2025 BWBC Bus Trip

McLaren Vale Wine Region

Friday November 7th

2 pickup points - Eden Hills - Karinya Park, Northcote Road (8.15am)
McLaren Vale - Visitors Centre (9.30am)
Bookings are now open ( limited to 50 persons )
$72.50 per person $85 for non members
Please book on line by EFT or card at a meeting to secure your booking.
Link to bookings form included with newsletter email
Bookings only confirmed when full payment is made.
Itinerary
Visit ~ Sew and Sew Wines
Penny Red Beer Co
Foggo Road wine and Gin
Lunch Mclaren Vale

See BWBC newsletter email for booking form link

Presentation/Christmas Function

i Sunday 14th December 11.30 for 12 noon start
Blackwood Football Club

This year it will be a fully catered function.
The cost will be $35 per head for members and partners and non-members $45.

See BWBC newsletter email for booking form link
e —
=
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Competition Results

1 -3 year old Shiraz

Entry No. Entrant Description Score Placings
Shiraz
6 G & A Seifried 2023 Shiraz 88 1st
3 Gavin Pennell 2022 Shiraz 87 2nd
8 Mike Butcher 2024 Shiraz 86 3rd
1 Mike Butcher 2022 Shiraz 77
2 G & A Seifried 2022 Shiraz 79
4 Mike Butcher 2023 Shiraz 77
5 lan Maxfield 2023 Shiraz 83
7 Gavin Pennell 2023 Shiraz 81
9 G & A Seifried 2024 Shiraz 80
10 lan Maxfield 2024 Shiraz 84

Shiraz Blends

11 Lindsay Elliot 2023 Shiraz Petit Verdot 85
12 Lindsay Elliot 2024 Shiraz PV Nebbiolo 84
12 entries received Judge Dan Traucki

Judges Comments

Your wines would put many of the commercial wines to shame. The colour was magnificent. | can’t remember last
time other than in $300 plus Shiraz tastings at a wine stand where I've seen that much colour and it was consistent
for the 22s, 23s and 24s.

Now, before | go any further, Lindsay, your blends, Shiraz Petit Verdot, Shiraz Petit Nebbiolo, were excellent wines,
really excellent. But unfortunately they suffered in a class where they were judged against Shiraz because the Shiraz
is bigger and richer and all the rest. But they were both fabulous wines which | would be quite happy to enjoy with a
good Italian meal or a Greek meal or whatever.

So they are very good. Okay, so all said and done, every single wine scored bronze or equivalent.

It happens sometimes but not that often. And there were one or two that had a little bit too much fruit sweetness
on the palate so they were a little bit downgraded. But the final results were the 2024 Shiraz from Mike Butcher got
third place.

Despite my best efforts, the second place went to the 22 Shiraz from Gavin. This proves the theory that | know what
a wine tastes like. And the first one, with 88, which is a cracking Shiraz, number 6, and | urge you to go and taste it.
I've got a glass sitting at the table there, so a little bit less than a bottle for you to taste, but I’'m really impressed, with
the one from from G&A Seifried. Allin all, a superb line-up. The wines that scored the lowest were because they
were just a little bit out of balance or a little bit too sweet in the fruit department.

But there isn’t one single one of those wines that | wouldn’t quite happily sit down and drink.

Beer of the Month

The beer for our April meeting was brewed by Brenton George. Brenton presented 2 distinctive beers form his
brewery.

1 German Philsner or Pils, is a pale, dry, bitter lager known for its crisp, refreshing flavor and prominent hop aroma,
typically featuring noble German hop varieties.

2 Scottish ale wee heavy, also known as Scotch Ale, is a style of ale that falls under BJCP category 17C, Strong British
Ale. It’s characterized by a rich, malty profile with caramel, toffee, and fruity flavors, often with a hint of roastiness.
Thanks Brenton

Blackwood Winemakers and Brewers Club inc. Page 5
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2025 Competition Program

Blackwood Winemakers and Brewers

Meeting Competition Entries Close Club Inc.
February Fortifieds 12th February ] 2024 Committee
Liqueurs Executive
March Sparkling Wine 12th March Brian Ferris President 0423 125 269
) . . Bernie Morgan Secretary 0447 212 278
April Shiraz 1-3 year old 9th April Andrew Seifried - 0478 294 101
(2024,2023,2022) ndrew Seifrie reasurer
May Beer - Ale 14th May Committee Members
Beer - Lager Chris Ball Competitions 0400 344 467
June Cabernet Sauvignon >85%  11th June Ian Di Bartolo Social Program 0412 373 739
Cabernet Sauvignon Blend Ann-Marie Franklin Membership & 0406 338 166
1-3 year old (2023 ,2023, Almoner
2022) Roger Henderson Social Program 0491 154 017
. Archivist
July Red Wine 4 years and older 9th July
David Lewis Technical Officer 0409 678 366
n Bill Neubauer Wine Sales 0412 525 343
August  Beer - Porter/Dark Beer 14th August Sid Thomas Speaker Co-ordinator 0401 123 482
Beer - Stout
. David Tulloch Newsletter 0414 581 401
September Other Red Wine 10th September .
. . Trevor Ward Competitions 0466 608 423
Not Shiraz or Cab. Sauvignon
1-3 yeal‘ Old (2023 ,2023, 2022) Property Officer
November Current Vintage White Wine 6th November Bill Neubauer 0412 525 343
Current Vintage Red Wine
A maximum of 3 entries per member for each Ist Aid Officer Val Smoker
competition is allowed.
At the February, May, June, August and November
meetings there are 2 competitions.
N ' ' Safety officer
Please r‘10te competition §I05|ng dates. Entrles' c‘anno't Ian Di Bartolo 0412 373 739
be received after the closing date due to administration .
o Life Members
organisation.
Chris Bills David Lewis Steve Potiuch
Members’ D uty Brian Ferris Ian Maxfield Glenn Snook
Members are needed to help before the meeting (by 7pm) David Tulloch Phil Hicks
to organise seating, tables and to assist with bringing the Contact
trolleys up from the store room. Web site www.bwbe.ore.au
After the meeting help is needed to clear meeting room, Email address bwbc@bwbc.org.au
mop the floor and returning trolleys to the store room. Meetings 3rd Wednesday of each month,
except December, at 7.30pm
Please contact Sid Thomas 0401 123 482 if you are able Venue Blackwood Memorial Hall
to help cither setting up for the meeting or clearing up 21 Coromandel Pde., Blackwood
afterwards. Newsletter Editor David Tulloch
All members are asked to bring their own tasting glass. Deadline 2n<.i We,d‘ of each month.
Contact davidt@internode.on.net
BWBC Payments

BWBC Loan Equipment
The BWBC has an extensive range of equipment available
for loan to members for use with your wine and beer mak-
ing activities.
Contact the property officer
Bill Neubauer 0412 525 343

or—

Members can transfer payments for wine purchase, club fees,
social activity fees and other payments directly to the BWBC

bank account.

Bank: Westpac Blackwood
BSB: 035-082
Account Number: 145202

Payments can also be made by card at the meetings.
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