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Well winter has finally arrived and the cooler temperatures and rain are both 
welcome and have driven us indoors to drink and enjoy our wine and beer in 
a warmer environment. 

The past month has also seen further organisation of our red wine sales/
bottling, with the launch event and barbeque – Saturday July 5 at Serafino 
Winery. Members and friends will be able to taste and purchase from 5 very 
diverse red wines As I said at the last Club meeting, these wines are amongst 
the best that I had the privilege of tasting for our Club. Prices are being 
finalised and are in this Newsletter and members can use their membership 
dues of $50 to offset the price of the first dozen We are again extremely 
pleased with the quality of the wines and we encourage you to ask friends, 
family, neighbours etc to purchase these wines.  

With winter, there can be nothing better than opening a bottle of the Club’s 
Classic Rutherglen Muscat NV, available for $25 per 500 ml bottle. As Dan 
Traucki reviewed – this is a very good muscat for its age, its real quality … and 
probably worth closer to $40 per bottle, Ordering details in the Newsletter 
and there is very limited stock. 

We have combined the mid – year luncheon with the wine tasting – Sunday 
August 17 at Blackwood Memorial Hall 12 noon where for the cost of $50 
per head there is a three course meal with an Italian theme with wines from 
Silent Noise Cellars McLaren Vale. Attendees will be able to taste a wide 
range of emerging or alternative wines. Numbers are limited so I strongly 
encourage you to book early and invite friends to also come and taste.

Further social events are the October 5 annual Bonfire bbq/picnic, the 
November McLaren Vale Bus trip and the Club Presentation in December. 
Full details and booking arrangements are in the Newsletter There is a 
considerable subsidy for members for these events. I urge you to book early 
as there are limited numbers for some events. 

Our competition programme is one of many strengths of the Club and I 
publicly thank Trevor Ward and Chris Ball for their excellent organisation and 
arranging of judges. Entry numbers have been very strong and the various 
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Secretary’s Report
May Meeting

Our Guest Speaker

28 members, 7 partners, 1 guest and two beer judges 
attended the entertaining presentation by our guest 
speaker, John Lysikatos.  Apologies were received from 6 
members.  
The brewer for the night was Chris Ball, who supplied 
a very good American Pale Ale, which he had brewed 
from a kit obtained from Brewcraft.  Chris spoke of some 
of the challenges he overcame to get the final product, 
but I thought that it was worth his efforts and should 
encourage other members to join in on home brewing.  
The two door prizes were awarded to Nicky Thatcher and 
Vivien Hope {again}.  
Regards
Bernie Morgan
Secretary

Classic Rutherglen Muscat NV
One of the most popular and highly awarded wines with 
a complex palate of cocoa, rich raisin fruit, rose petal and 
dried fig. Stanton and Killeen Classic Muscat is a blend of 
fresh and older Muscat parcels, this wine offers the best 
of both worlds. It showcases vibrant, fresh fruit flavours 
alongside the deeper, richer complexity that comes with 
extended time in oak. Price: $25.00 per 500ml bottle

A link to the wine order form is sent out with the 
newsletter email. 

Please contact Bill Neubauer  0412 525 343 
to arrange pickup.

BWBC Club Wines

BWBC Club Wines

The committee held a tasting for the next red wine pro-
motion and have selected 5 very diverse wines. 

Membership Report

judges have spoken highly of the quality of the wines and 
beers that they have tasted.

Also, another monthly highlight are the excellent 
speakers organised for our meetings, with topics ranging 
widely; a very big acknowledgment of the preparation 
and organisation that Sid Thomas monthly puts into this 
programme; we are the beneficiaries.

Brian Ferris 
President 

2025 BWBC Red Wine Launch

Saturday 5th July from 10am
Serifino Winery

39 Kangarilla Rd, McLaren Vale

There’s nothing Mike loves more than seeing people enjoy 
the wine he’s crafted. Born and bred in the Adelaide Hills, 
he studied economics and politics at university while work-
ing for Petaluma in the early 1990s, before discovering 
his true passion was in wine. Mike then studied oenology 
and worked a vintage in Oregon, but his heart was with 
Petaluma. These days he has retired from being the  chief 
winemaker for the Petaluma winery, where he made 
award-winning wines and experimenting with new styles 
to push Australian wine even further.

Mike is no stranger to the Blackwood Winemakers and 
Brewers Club. Over the past few years he has judged many 
of our club competitions and at ANAWBS.
He will talk about his experiences as a winemaker at Petalu-
ma Winery and Sparkling Wine making.

Grenache - Serafino - McLaren Vale 
Touriga  - Serafino - McLaren Vale
Saperavi - Barossa Valley - 2023
Shiraz - Serafino - McLaren Vale
Grenache/Tempranillo Blend
- Hastweel& Lightfoot -  McLaren Vale - 2021

A link to the  order form is included in the newsletter email.
Please register your attendance to help the committee 
with catering.

All the above wines are in 6 pack cartons.  
			                  Price: $60.00 per carton

BBQ lunch and wine tasting
The wines will be 
available to pickup 
and pay for by card 
on the day

Reminder to Members. 
Please wear your name badge to all Club  functions.
It helps for newbies to get to know the oldies.
If you keep it in your car it’s easy to get to.
Keep warm
Ann-Marie
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It is one of the wine world’s biggest questions: What is the 
difference between cheap and expensive wines? It seems 
ridiculous that the same product – 0.75 Litres of fermented grape 
juice – can cost anything between 1 Dollar and $US558,000 for the 
most expensive bottle of wine in the world: The 1945 Domaine de 
la Romanée-Conti 

In an attempt to answer this, Konstantin Baum, a German wine 
master, wanted wines from the same place, the same grape 
variety, and the same winery, and in a variety of price ranges.  Few 
wineries produce wines at such different price points.  Konstantin  
settled on Penfolds Shiraz for a taste test.

He purchased a range of wines from Penfolds, 2023 Koonunga Hill, 
2021 Bin 128, 2020 St Henry, 2001 Grange, with his own money so 
that he could review them completely independently. The prices 
he quotes are in US$ and are comparable with Australian prices, 
all are available from your favorite wine merchant. The exported 
wines usually have corks. His findings make very interesting 
viewing on his youtube channel.

Some of our members are finding that emails from the 
BWBC are ending up in their spam or junk files on their 
email service. E-mail program use filters in an attempt to 
sort incoming emails and direct into good or junk/spam 
files. 
To reset or modify email filters, you’ll typically need to 
access your email service’s settings and locate the filters 
section. This usually involves navigating to “Settings,” then 
“Filters and Blocked Addresses” or a similar area. From 
there, you can edit, delete, or create new filters. 

Detailed Steps (General Approach): 
1. Access Your Email Settings: Open your email client (e.g., 
Gmail, Outlook, etc.) and go to your account settings.  
2. Locate Filters:  
Find the section related to filters, rules, or spam 
management. This may be labelled “Filters and Blocked 
Addresses”, “Rules”, “Spam”, or something similar. 
3. Manage Filters:  
Edit Existing Filters: Identify the filter you want to modify 
and click “Edit” or a similar option. Adjust the criteria (e.g., 
sender, subject, keywords) and the actions (e.g., move to 
a specific folder, label). Delete Filters: Click “Delete” or 
“Remove” to remove a filter you no longer need. Create 
New Filters: If you want to set a new filter, use the “Create 
filter” or “New rule” option.  

4. Save Changes:  
Ensure you save any changes you’ve made to your filters. 

Additional Tips:  
Understand the Impact:  
Before making changes, understand how filters will affect 
your email flow. A filter can move messages to a specific 
folder, label them, or even delete them.  
Test Your Filters:  
After creating or editing a filter, test it to ensure it’s working 
as intended.  
Review Regularly:  
It’s a good idea to review your filters occasionally to ensure 
they’re still necessary and effective.  
For more specific instruction for your particular email pro-
gram just google “edit spam” in the search bar and look for 
your particular program.

Spam Filters - are your BWBC emails ending up in spam bin

I recently signed up to get a daily report 
sent to me from a company, but it al-
ways ended up in the spam file. By fol-
lowing the above procedures I am now 
able to filter these specific emails and 
they are directed to a nominated inbox, 
which keeps them all in a organised file.

Case Study

$$$ Wine Tasting Test

Do your own taste test and compare your results with Konstantin.  

Konstantin is the youngest German ever to pass the Master of Wine qualification. In 2019 he won the WSET & IWSC 
Future 50 award as he was named one of the leaders of the future wine, spirits, and sake industries. Recently he 
launched his education platform cellarclass.com. He runs an import and retail business baumselection.com. This channel 
is about knowledge, travelling, and wine tasting ... AND about staying thirsty!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLI6S6pnMr0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLI6S6pnMr0
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BWBC Lunch and wine tasting

Bon Fire / BBQ

Upcoming Social Events

Venue - The Memorial Hall Blackwood -next to our meeting room.

Sunday 17th August 12 noon
Catered Lunch

Wine tasting - Silent Noise Wine Cellar Door
 at Kangarilla Road Vineyard & Winery

$50 per head 
Silent Noise

2025 BWBC Bus Trip
McLaren Vale Wine Region

Friday November 7th 
2 pickup points - Eden Hills - Karinya Park, Northcote Road (8.15am) 

          McLaren Vale - Visitors Centre (9.30am)  
Bookings are now open ( limited to 50 persons )  

$72.50 per person $85 for non members
 Please book on line by EFT or card at a meeting to secure your booking.

Bookings only confirmed when full  payment is made.
	 Visit	 Sew and Sew Wines,Penny Red Beer Co Foggo Road Wine and Gin 
	 Lunch	 McLaren Vale

Itinerary  

Bill and Carol Neubauer’s home
5 Hillside Road Blackwood

Sunday  October 5th or 12th  11am
(subject to weather conditions)

$15 per head includes BBQ lunch and club wine or BYO
Link to bookings form included with newsletter email  

More details and map will be in the September newsletter 
See BWBC newsletter email for booking form link

Sunday 14th December 11.30 for 12 noon start 
Blackwood Football Club 

Presentation/Christmas Function

This year it will be a fully catered function.   
The cost will be $35 per head for members and partners and non-members $45.

See BWBC newsletter email for booking form link

See BWBC newsletter email for booking form link

See BWBC newsletter email for booking form link

2025 BWBC Red Wine Launch
Saturday 5th July

Serifino Winery from 10am 
39 Kangarilla Rd, McLaren Vale

This year the club is offering a range of 5 wines 
Grenache, Touriga, Saperavi, Shiraz, Grenache/Tempranillo Blend 

Please register your attendance to help the committee with catering

BBQ lunch and tasting
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Competition Results

Entry No. Entrant Description Score Placings

May Lager and Ale Competition

Lager

19 entries received 				    Judge

Judges Comments

The beer for our April meeting was brewed by Chris ball. 

The Beer Chris brewed was an Oregon Pale Ale.
It was a kit beer with some hop additions , made in the style of American pale ale with a savoury spicy hop character de-
fined by the Willamette hops with addition of a Dry hop.

Beer of the Month

17 Brenton George Wee Heavy (17C) 42 1st
19 Gavin Pennell Mixed Fermented Sour Ale (28B) 41.5 2nd
18 Brenton George Old Ale (17B) 40 3rd
8 Chris Ball American Pale Ale (18B) 29
9 Gavin Pennell Hazy Pale Ale (18B) 33
10 Chris Ball XPA (?-18B) 38
11 Colin Routley Pacific Pale Ale (?-18B) 38
0.5 Brenton George Double IPA (22A) 39
13 Colin Routley Belgian Dubbel (26B) 33
14 Chris Ball American Amber 19A) 38
15 Colin Routley Americam Brown Ale 19C) 31
16 David Lewis Strong Ale (17A) 30

4 Colin Routley Doppelbock (9A) 41.5 1st
7 Colin Routley Dunkels Bock (6C) 41 2nd
1 Gavin Pennell Czech Lager (3A) 32 3rd
2 Colin Routley German Helles Export beer (5C) 26
3 Brenton George NZ Pilsner (X5) 28
5 Brenton George Doppelbock (9A) 23
6 Brenton George Eisbock (9B) 26.5

Ale

The judges were Nat and Tali Warnock ( husband and wife) their background is from the beer industry.
Nat is the head brewer at Lady Burra brewery in Topham mall in the city.
He was proudly noting they took out the top beer on the Untapped app recently for their Irish Red ale.
Tali works at Big Shed brewing.
They are both studying to be professional BJCP judges.

Tali...Overall, this was, an excellent experience for us. The calibre of the entries was fantastic. Everything I tasted was very 
nice and it was a pretty, pretty tough competition, I would say. Well done to you all. 
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Property Officer Bill Neubauer 0412 525 343
1st Aid Officer Val Smoker 0411 253 216

Safety Officer Ian Di Bartolo 0412 373 739

Life Members
Chris Bills David Lewis Steve Potiuch
Brian Ferris Ian Maxfield Glenn Snook
David Tulloch Phil Hicks

Blackwood Winemakers and Brewers 
Club Inc.

2024 Committee

BWBC Payments
Members can transfer payments for wine purchase, club fees, 
social activity fees and other payments directly to the BWBC 
bank account.
Bank:	 Westpac Blackwood
BSB:	 035-082       
Account Number:	 145202
Payments can also be made by card at the meetings.

Contact
Web site	 www.bwbc.org.au
Email address	 bwbc@bwbc.org.au
Meetings	 3rd Wednesday of each month, 
	 except December,  at 7.30pm
Venue	 Blackwood Memorial Hall 
	 21 Coromandel Pde., Blackwood
Newsletter  	 Editor David Tulloch 
	 Deadline 2nd Wed. of each month.
	 Contact davidt@internode.on.net

Executive

Brian Ferris President  0423 125 269
Bernie Morgan Secretary 0447 212 278
Andrew Seifried Treasurer 0478 294 101

Committee Members
Chris Ball Competitions  0400 344 467
Ian Di Bartolo Social Program 0412 373 739
Ann-Marie Franklin Membership & 

Almoner
 0406 338 166

Roger Henderson Social Program
Archivist

0491 154 017

David Lewis Technical Officer 0409 678 366
Bill Neubauer Wine Sales‭ 0412 525 343
Sid Thomas Speaker Co-ordinator  0401 123 482
David Tulloch Newsletter 0414 581 401
Trevor Ward Competitions  0466 608 423

BWBC Loan Equipment
The BWBC has an extensive range of equipment available 
for loan to members for use with your wine and beer mak-
ing activities. 
Contact the property officer
Bill Neubauer    0412 525 343

Members are needed to help before the meeting (by 7pm) 
to organise seating, tables and to assist with bringing the  
trolleys up from the store room. 
After the meeting help is needed to clear meeting room, 
mop the floor and returning trolleys to the store room.

Members’ Duty

2025 Competition Program

Please note competition closing dates. Entries cannot 
be received after the closing date due to administration 
organisation.

Please contact Sid Thomas 0401 123 482 if you are able 
to help either setting up for the meeting or clearing up 
afterwards.

Meeting Competition Entries Close

February Fortifieds    
Liqueurs 

12th February

March Sparkling Wine 12th March

April Shiraz   1-3 year old 
(2024,2023,2022)

9th April

May Beer  - Ale  
Beer  - Lager

14th May

June Cabernet Sauvignon >85%                     	
Cabernet Sauvignon Blend  
1-3 year old (2023 ,2023, 
2022)

11th June

July Red Wine  4 years and older 9th July

August Beer  - Porter/Dark Beer
Beer  - Stout

14th August

SeptemberOther Red Wine
Not Shiraz or Cab. Sauvignon 
1-3 year old (2023 ,2023, 2022)

10th September

November Current Vintage White Wine  
Current Vintage Red Wine

6th November

All members are asked to bring their own tasting glass. 

A maximum of 3 entries per member  for each 
competition is allowed.  
At the February, May, June, August and November 
meetings there are 2 competitions.

http://www.bwbc.org.au

