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The last Club meeting, Oktoberfest was again a major highlight for our year, 
with another informative and detailed presentation from Andrew Williams, a 
range of German style beers organised by Ian DiBartolo and Bill Neubauer for 
his catering of very well received the German foods – wonderful and 
enjoyable night for all.

Our November meeting, which is our final year’s Club meeting, has become 
traditional in that some our successful Club members present their winning 
wines and beers. Our competition programme will conclude with the annual 
Current Vintage Red (President’s Cup 1978) and White (Inaugural Committee 
Trophy 1978) wines.

The annual Bus trip to McLaren Vale was an outstanding success and all who 
attended had a wonderful day tasting at fine gins, vodka and wines at Foggo 
Road, then travelling to Sew and Sew Wines and Penny Red Brewery and 
concluding with an Italian focused luncheon at Joe’s at Sabella. I cannot thank 
Ian DiBartolo enough for his outstanding organisation and planning for this 
day very special day trip.

Our Year concludes with annual Christmas luncheon, 14 December at the 
Blackwood Oval. It will begin with the presentation of Club awards which is a 
recognition of members who have successful in competitions. The Club 
heavily subsides this function and I encourage all, and friends to attend. 
Details are in this Newsletter but we do need final number the week before. 
As with Club meetings, we are asking members to bring their own glasses.

The Newsletter has the details for all of our wine offerings including the two 
choices of Sparkling Wines and the new White wine – 2025 Greco. The 
Committee always tries to offer quality wines at reasonable prices, well under 
their retail pricings, and we believe that the Greco is such a wine. The 
sparkling and white wines will be available to taste at the Wine Launch, 
Saturday 22 November, 1100 – 1400 at Carol and Bill Neubauer’s house. 
Come and taste and enjoy the bbq as well. We have only limited stock of both 
the Sparkling and Greco wines. As you are aware, the Club heavily subsidies 
members attending all off our functions through the sale of our wines – I 
strongly urge to sell our wines to friends and family. This newsletter has the 
Wine Order and details for collection and payment. Hope to see you at the 
November meeting or the December Christmas luncheon.  

Brian Ferris - President



Secretary’s Report
November Meeting

WINE SALE DAY

OUR OKTOBERFEST MEETING

We continued our tradition of holding an Oktoberfest 
meeting in November, focusing on German beers, 
without a beer competition, but offering prizes for best 
dressed participants in addition to our door prizes. It 
attracted 35 members, 5 partners, and one guest. 
Andrew Williams was the guest speaker, and it was 
good to see Ruth there to supervise!! I received 
apologies from 12 other members (including mine).

The door prizes were 
awarded to Ron Budd 
and Eric Roosa. The best 
dressed in their German 
Oktoberfest outfits were 
Val Smoker, David Racz 
and Mark Dorman.

Bernie Morgan – 
Secretary

LACHLAN JEFFERIES 

Lachlan Jeffries is the Executive Chairman of Jeffries, a 
renowned Adelaide-based family business and South 
Australia's leader in garden supplies and organics 
recycling. As part of the fourth generation of the Jeffries 
family, Lachlan has guided the company through 
significant expansion, pioneering innovative composting 
and organic recycling techniques that now deliver high-
quality compost, soil, and mulch to farmers, 
viticulturists, landscapers, and gardeners across the 
region. Under Lachlan's leadership, Jeffries processes 
over 150,000 tonnes of green organics annually, 
contributing to sustainable horticulture and landscape 
projects throughout South Australia.

Lachlan is known for his commitment to environmental 
stewardship, community impact, and ongoing support 
for sustainable practices in the gardening industry. 
Please join us in listening to Lachlan at our next meeting.
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November Guest Speaker

Launching Our Special White Wine 

Saturday 22 November 2025 | 11.00 am – 2.00 pm  

5 Hillside Road, Blackwood 5051 (Bill Neubauer’s home)

As notified in the email to all members, the Committee purchased a special offering of a 2024 Greco by 
“Wines by Fabiano”. This is a special white wine offering and it is a bargain at $130 per dozen. 

Also,back by popular demand are our summer sparkling reds by Patritti.

NV Reserve Sparkling Shiraz: This premium sparkling wine is dark purple in colour with a bright crimson 
hue; the nose displays blue fruits, plum and raspberry, but it also has a savoury edge with wet slate and 
subtle integrated oak. The palate is seamlessly integrated, structured and long. Plum and blue fruit 
flavours work well with oak derived complexities of subtle coffee and dark chocolate. $180 per dozen. 

NV Curvee Sparkling Shiraz: This sparkling red bend shows an alluring dark garnet colour and a bouquet 
of rich, complex fruit and oak development. Rich, full bodied flavours are evident on the palate, which 
has a drying finish. A superb choice for events, pre-dinner drinks, BBQs, and special occasions. $100 per 
dozen. 

We also have a substantial amount of our red wine (Serafino Grenache, Serafino Touriga, Serafino Shiraz, 
Patritti Saparavi and Hastwell and Lightfoot Grenache/Tempranillo blend) that we would like to sell 
before the end of the year (see overpage for details). There is also some of our club muscat still 
available for sale.

To enable members and friends to try and purchase wine, we are having a sale launch day with a sausage 
sizzle at Bill Neubauer’s home. Parking is very limited, so please keep access to the lower level free so 
that people can pick up their wine purchases.



2024 Grenache - Serafino - McLaren Vale

The 2024 Grenache offers a variety of enticing scents, including forest berries, rose petals, cherries, plums, and spice. 
Its medium-bodied composition boasts a beautifully long and evenly bright palate, highlighted by hints of musk,
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violets, and plums. The wine also features mouth-watering, silky tannins.

ACETIC 0.23, ALC 13.9, G+F 0.68, MALIC  0.08, PH 3.47, SO2(F) 31, SO2(T) 89, TA 5.6

2024 Touringa - Serafino - McLaren Vale
With intense fruit in a blueberry and dark berry spectrum, Touriga Nacional 2024 shows a lifted fragrance of violets 
and has both leathery and minty notes. Tannins are a big feature of the variety, so expect a drying and grippy palate 
with dark fruit characters in blackberry and black cherry, trademark racy floral notes, spice, and herbal or eucalyptus
undertones.

ACETIC 0.33, ALC 12.3 G+F 0.27, MALIC 0.04, PH 3.63, SO2(F) 38, SO2(T) 112, TA 8.6

2021 Shiraz - Serafino - McLaren Vale

Experience the richness of McLaren Vale with Serafino Black Label Shiraz 2021. Aromas of mocha and mulberry, 
complemented by oak, lead to a palate of bright red fruits - blackberry, blueberry, mint, and more. Fine grained
tannins and French and American oak create a full-bodied, flavourful wine

ACETIC 0.39, ALC 14.4, G+F 0.55, MALIC 0.09, PH 3.74, SO2(F) 45, SO2(T) 87, TA 6.3

2021 Grenache/Tempranillo Blend -Hastwell & Lightfoot - McLaren Vale

Generous on the palate with notes of dark ripe cherry and raspberry, this wine was crafted without oak to showcase 
the fruit flavours of the varieties.

From humble beginnings in 1988, Hastwell & Lightfoot has been crafting boutique, small-batch wines from estate- 
grown fruit in McLaren Vale. Today, the family’s second-generation blends tradition with innovation — guided by a 
focus on precision winemaking and a passion for sustainably grown, alternative grape varieties.

Cellar: Enjoy now or cellar 5 years!

100% McLaren Vale Estate Grown, 14% Alcohol

2023 Saperavi - Patritti - Barossa Valley
Saperavi is known for its deep and dark purple colour and this wine is no exception. The aromas are intense and 
impactful with blackcurrant, plum and raspberry notes leaping from the glass, but as always there is an earthy and 
savoury element that is so characterisitc of Saperavi. In the mouth the wine is massive, it’s full-on in every way; body, 
tannins and red berry flavour are all there in spades but all work together in harmony and a surprising softness.

Price: $65.00 per 6 pack

Classic Rutherglen Muscat NV
One of the most popular and highly awarded wines with a complex palate of cocoa, rich raisin fruit, rose petal and 
dried fig. Stanton and Killeen Classic Muscat is a blend of fresh and older Muscat parcels, this wine offers the best 
of both worlds. It showcases vibrant, fresh fruit flavours alongside the deeper, richer complexity that comes with 
extended time in oak.

Price: $25.00 per 500ml bottle

A link to the wine order form is sent out with the 
newsletter email.

Please contact Bill Neubauer 0412 525 343 
to arrange pickup.

BWBC Club Wines

Price: $65.00 per 6 pack

Price: $65.00 per 6 pack

Price: $65.00 per 6 pack

Price: $65.00 per 6 pack



Recent and upcoming social events

2025 BWBC Bus Trip
McLaren Vale Wine Region, Friday 7th November

A wonderful day was had by those who were able to join the annual 
BWBC Bus Trip. This year we enjoyed the wonderful hospitality of 
venues across the McLaren Vale Wine Region. The trip included
visiting Sew and Sew Wines, Penny Red Beer Co, Foggo Road Wine and
Gin and an Italian lunch at Joe’s at Sabella.

Presentation /Christmas Function
Sunday 14th December 11.30 for 12 noon start

Blackwood Football Club
This year it will once again be a fully catered function.

The cost will be $35 per head for members and partners, and non-members $45.

All members are encouraged to register as soon as possible, with numbers to be 
confirmed with the caterer by 8th December.

See BWBC newsletter email for booking form link
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Property Officer 

1st Aid Officer 

Safety Officer

Bill Neubauer 

Val Smoker 

Ian Di Bartolo

0412 525 343

0411 253 216

0412 373 739

Life Members 

Chris Bills 

Brian Ferris 

David Tulloch

David Lewis 

Ian Maxfield 

Phil Hicks

Steve Potiuch 

Glenn Snook

Blackwood Winemakers and Brewers 

Club Inc.

Executive
2025 Committee

Brian Ferris President 0423 125 269

Bernie Morgan Secretary 0447 212 278

Andrew Seifried Treasurer 0478 294 101

BWBC Payments
Members can transfer payments for wine purchase, club fees, 

social activity fees and other payments directly to the BWBC 

bank account.
Bank:

BSB:

Account Number:

Westpac Blackwood 
035-082

145202

Payments can also be made by card at the meetings.

Contact
Web site 
Email address 
Meetings

Venue

Newsletter

www.bwbc.org.au 
bwbc@bwbc.org.au
3rd Wednesday of each month, 
except December, at 7.30pm 
Blackwood Memorial Hall
21 Coromandel Pde., Blackwood 
Editor Nicky Thatcher
Deadline 2nd Wed. of each month. 
Contact thatcn76@gmail.com

Committee Members

Chris Ball Competitions 0400 344 467

Ian Di Bartolo Social Program 0412 373 739

Ann-Marie Franklin Membership & 0406 338 166

Almoner

Roger Henderson Social Program 
Archivist

0491 154 017

David Lewis Technical Officer 0409 678 366

Bill Neubauer Wine Sales 0412 525 343

Sid Thomas Speaker Co-ordinator 0401 123 482

Nicky Thatcher Newsletter 0412 051 915

Trevor Ward Competitions 0466 608 423

BWBC Loan Equipment
The BWBC has an extensive range of equipment available 

for loan to members for use with your wine and beer mak- 

ing activities.

Contact the property officer 

Bill Neubauer  0412 525 343

2025 Competition Program

A maximum of 3 entries per member for each 
competition is allowed.

At the February, May, June, August and November 
meetings there are 2 competitions.

Please note competition closing dates. Entries cannot 
be received after the closing date due to administration
organisation. 

Members’ Duty
Members are needed to help before the meeting (by 7pm) 

to organise seating, tables and to assist with bringing the

trolleys up from the store room.

After the meeting help is needed to clear meeting room, 

mop the floor and returning trolleys to the store room.

Please contact Sid Thomas 0401 123 482 if you are able 

to help either setting up for the meeting or clearing up 

afterwards.

All members are asked to bring their own tasting glass.

Meeting Competition Entries Close

12th FebruaryFebruary Fortifieds
Liqueurs

March 

April

Sparkling Wine 

Shiraz 1-3 year old

(2024,2023,2022)

Beer - Ale 
Beer - Lager

Cabernet Sauvignon >85% 
Cabernet Sauvignon Blend 
1-3 year old (2023 ,2023,
2022)

Red Wine 4 years and older

12th March 

9th April

May 14th May

June 11th June

July

August

9th July

Beer - Porter/Dark Beer 
Beer - Stout

14th August

10th SeptemberSeptemberOther Red Wine
Not Shiraz or Cab. Sauvignon 
1-3 year old (2024 ,2023, 2022)

NovemberCurrent Vintage White Wine 6th November
Current Vintage Red Wine
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